My War Memories, 1914-1918
Carpathians necessary, in view of its internal condition ; all the more so, if the Russian Army could not be attacked vigorously at some other point. Whether it would be possible to do this in East Prussia was still questionable ; it was not yet known whether those four new corps were to be placed at our disposal.
I was accordingly obliged to support the suggestion that German forces should be sent to Hungary, even though they were taken from the forces at the disposal of the Commander-in-Chief in the East. The gth Army in Poland was packed very tight. Positions were being prepared. The war in the West had taught us that on the defensive, in a war of positions, considerably longer fronts could be allowed than had up to now been thought possible. A number of divisions could be withdrawn from the gth Army for use elsewhere. The idea of continuing the frontal attacks here or south of the river Pilica, which had been suggested from one quarter, I rejected.
The following units were released for the Hungarian Front: The Headquarters Staff of the 2nd A.C., the ist Inf. Div., 48th Res. Div., as well as a special brigade of three regiments, out of which a Guard Division was formed later, and the 5th Cavalry Division At the same time, still further reserves were withdrawn for disposal by the Commander-in-Chief in the East. If it were possible to carry out the offensive proposed by General von Conrad, with the help of the reinforcements in view, it would be better than mere defence.
General von Conrad, on his side, decided to reduce the number of troops on the Serbian Front, as far as conditions would allow, and send all available forces to the Carpathians. He proposed to deliver the main attack on Przemysl with the bulk of Ms forces between the Uszok and Dukla Passes. East of that point, the German troops, reinforced by Austrian formations, and styled the German Southern Army, under the command of General von Linsingen, a particularly far-seeing and zealous leader, were to follow the advance of the main forces on Przemysl as right flank echelon.
The German Southern Army was too weak to make an encircling movement possible, as that would necessarily have involved an
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